
Southern Middle School 

SBDM Council Nominations for 2018-2019 Council 

 

Voting will take place May 9th, 2018 from 8 am – 9:30 am and 4 pm – 5:30 pm. 

You may vote for up to 4 candidates. 

 

Lisa Fluharty 

My name is Lisa Fluharty and I would be grateful for the opportunity to serve on the SBDM Council at 

Southern Middle School for the 2018-2019 school year. I am mom to current 7th grader Ava Fluharty 

and also have two future Spartans (Eden, 4th grade, and Drew, 1st grade) who are currently at Veterans 

Park Elementary. I, myself, am an alumna of SMS and have a vested interest in helping to make and keep 

Southern one of the best middle schools around for years to come.  

I have served as Secretary of the SMS PTSA for the past two years and have thoroughly enjoyed serving 

this school and the school community. I have volunteered in my children’s classrooms extensively over 

the years, as well as serving as VPE’s Reflections Chair for 3 years. I also volunteer wherever I may be 

needed for anything else. I love helping to support our schools and the teachers and staff that make 

them so great.  

Knowing the vital role the SBDM plays in schools, I am committed to help make decisions for the school 

that help, advance, and shape SMS not only for the present, but for years to come. I thank you for your 

consideration. 

 

Andre Fomby 

My Involvement at Southern (2016-2018): 

• SBDM committee parent representative (2017-18) 

• Volunteer facilitator for two Junior Achievement Sessions 

• Financial Literacy 

• It’s My Business (Entrepreneurship) 

• Former member of PBIS Committee (Focused on improving disciplinary processes and 

outcomes) 

• Participated in the SMS Career Fair over the past two years 

• Cheered on the Spartans at choir events and track meets 

My goal for the 2018-19 school year at Southern Middle School (SMS) is to continue to shape 

policy based on where we left off in the 2017-2018 school year. I plan on working side by side with the 

rest of the Site Based Decision Making (SBDM) Council as we focus on curriculum, scheduling, discipline, 



staffing, and more. I am passionate about ensuring that all young people have a path to the highest level 

of education possible so they can grow into positive contributors to society as well as the economy. If 

we succeed, some of our students will walk through the door as passionate, engaged educators in the 

future. 

 As for me, I have more than 19 years of Information Technology experience preceded by a 

decade in sales after I graduated from Loyola University Chicago with a Bachelors of Business 

Administration.  In 2010 with a 3-month-old baby at home, my wife let go back to school to obtain a 

Masters of Business Administration from Midway College. I currently work for a global consulting firm as 

a Sr. Manager within the Cyber Security and Risk Consulting unit. I have volunteered as a mentor to 

youth at the YMCA and at my church where I lead a mentoring group. While I am not a professional 

teacher, I often feel that I missed my calling since my passion runs so deep to guide our youth. I’ve 

enjoyed spending time in the classroom this year while facilitating the JA sessions. This time in the 

classroom with our students has provided greater insight into the day to day interaction between 

administration, students and teachers.  

 I have been a resident of Lexington for more than 16 years. My 12-year-old daughter just 

finished her second full year at SMS. Her involvement in programs like the Technology Student 

Association (TSA) and Beta Club have confirmed what I think I already knew.  Extracurricular activities 

beyond predefined school requirements increases engagement while at school. Whether it’s a sport or 

one of the aforementioned programs, they are all vital to the success of our youth and provide life 

lessons that are invaluable.   

Currently, my 8-year-old son attends Veterans Park Elementary. I think the key to a good school 

starts with accountability at every level; from the students, to the faculty, to the administration and the 

parents. It is important for parents and students to know what to expect and to be engaged enough to 

make a difference instead of accepting the status quo. I am not naïve enough to think that everyone will 

get engaged, but with the committed few, we can create lasting change.  

 

Donald Gillett II 

Reverend Dr. Donald Gillett, II, is a current member of the SBDM for Southern Middle School.  He is the 

Senior Pastor at East Second Street Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) where he has served since July 

1999 and the Executive Director of the Kentucky Council of Churches where he has served since July 

2017.  He brings both educational experience and community advocacy to the role of a council member.  

He has a Bachelor of Science Degree in Mathematics from Jarvis Christian College in Hawkins, TX; a 

Master of Divinity from McCormick Theological Seminary, Chicago, IL; a Master of Business 

Administration Degree from Indiana Wesleyan University, Marion, IN; and a Doctorate of Ministry 

Degree from Lexington Theological Seminary, Lexington, KY. 

He is the Vice-President/President-Elect for the National Convocation Board of Directors for the 

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).  He is the former chair of B.U.I.L.D. an organization dedicated to 

building and speaking for and with those underserved and underrepresented in the community, former 

board chair for the Division of Overseas Ministries Board of Directors of the Christian Church (Disciples 

of Christ) and Co-Chair of Global Ministries of the Christian Church Disciples of Christ and the United 



Church of Christ, former Moderator of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in KY and former 

President of the Kentucky Christian Ministry Convention. 

He believes strong relationships between administrators, teachers and parents build support and 

maintain strong schools for students.  He is the parent of three current SMS students and one graduate 

of the school. 

Emily Tillett 

Hello!  MY name is Emily Tillett.  I am currently serving as one of your parent representatives on the SMS 

SBDM Council.  It has truly been a blessing and an honor to spend the last year serving on the council.  

My understanding of SBDM Councils and SMS has greatly increased through my experience over the 

past year and I feel that because of that experience I am better able to advocate for all SMS students 

and families.  I would love the opportunity to serve on the SMS SBDM Council once again for the 2018-

2019 school year. 

I have two children, Matthew who will be in 7th grade here at Southern Middle School next year and 

Lauren who will be in 5th grade next year at Veterans Park Elementary School.  In addition to the SMS 

SBDM Council, I have been involved at Southern over the past year with math team, with One Way, 

helping with TSA, helping sell wristbands for T-shirt Tuesdays and have also served on the PBIS 

Committee.  I am very involved at my daughter’s school as well.  I have served four terms on the VPE 

SBDM as a parent representative.  I have spent time each week volunteering at another local middle 

school this year in order to familiarize myself with a mentoring program that will hopefully be 

implemented at SMS next year.  I am very committed to advocacy for children.  I will help in any way 

that I can to help SMS continue its journey to becoming the top middle school in Lexington. 

Over the past year, it has been my mission to relay anything that I hear (either directly or indirectly) 

about Southern Middle School to the Council’s attention.  This could be a concern or a compliment.  If I 

am made aware of something, you can be sure that I will bring it up.  I am not afraid to ask questions or 

share my opinion.  I am very dedicated to my role as your parent representative on the council and 

make attendance at all SBDM meetings a top priority.  I am aware that each child at Southern Middle 

School is a unique individual with his/her own needs.  If elected to the SMS SBDM, I would continue to 

make it my priority to make sure all of the children’s needs are considered before making any 

recommendations or decisions.  I would be honored to represent the parents of SMS children on the 

council next year and deeply appreciate your consideration. 

 

 


